Daddy

I am so sad because I feel as though we are strangers who have never met

Each of us walking alone on a dusty highway

Surrounded by cactus and hot gusts of wind

No past to go back to, no future in sight

And I weep for the loneliness that I see in you, and in me

For we are strangers who have never met 

And yet

I know your name

I know your sadness, for it is my own

I know you feel no place is your home

A wandering gypsy with love in your heart, but no place to rest your feet

Feet tired of walking the hard pavement with no place to go

I am sorry, for I have let you walk away

But not without you knowing my name

Because there is that unspoken thing I have with you now

A resolution

A forgiveness

A letting go

A farewell kiss

A silence that I had with Mom when she was ready to fly away

But I cannot let the silence pass

Without saying out loud

I love you Dad

I always have

I always will

I know you did the best you could

I know you so completely, you are no stranger anymore

You are that part of me that is strong and brightly colored

That part of me that looks with happy eyes on things they want but can never have

When I look in the mirror your face stares back at me and I laugh

For your crows feet slowly scratch their claws around my eyes

Deeper and deeper every day

And I laugh and cry for I miss you

I miss all the things you can never say

I miss the hugs we have never exchanged

I miss the arguments we never had

I miss the tears you never showed me

I miss the man who was supposed to never let me go

And realize he has never said hello

And yet a lifetime of distance between us

Has somehow never broken the thing inside me that feels you petting my hair

As I fade to sleep a happy child in the bliss of knowing her father loves her

You are so much of me I must say

All is well

Good-bye

Daddy

